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Abstract

Contemporary art has become increasingly diverse in form. In recent years, mixed
media art, represented by the use of various materials, has been flourishing in
contemporary painting exhibitions. The artistic characteristics of mixed media no longer
rely solely on the visual elements but rather combine different material qualities with the
image to depict the artist's inner world or interpret their intended expression. Analyzing the
inherent meanings behind the use of materials in artwork is essential for understanding an
artist's work. In today's China, works involving mixed media have been emerging like
mushrooms after the rain, emphasizing the need for interpreting the application of
materials.

Anselm Kiefer, who grew up amidst the ruins in post-World War II Germany, is an
indispensable figure in the history of contemporary art and a pioneer of mixed media.
Many of Kiefer's artworks feature the presence of plant materials, perhaps due to the
inherent properties of plants and the additional value bestowed upon them by Kiefer
himself, creating a resonance between him and the plants. Through the use of plant
materials as clues, Kiefer guides us into his spiritual world, the realm of the "unspeakable."

This thesis will first elucidate the historical background of Anselm Kiefer's era.
Subsequently, it will focus on analyzing the use of plant materials in Kiefer's works,
exploring the expressive characteristics of these materials and the implied significance
within his artworks. Furthermore, it will delve into Kiefer's inspiration for the author's own

creative process, as well as his research and practice with plant materials.

Key Words: Comprehensive materials;Plant materials; Anselm Kiefer
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